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That these tests do not resolve all our difficulties is obvious,
for they involve many terms that are themselves  indefinite.
What, for instance, constitutes pollution?    "It is a  mistake",
says Sir Edward Blunt, "to suppose that all Hindus of respectable
social position have the same standard of touchability.    The
Brahman's standard has always been higher than that of others
and castes may be touchable to a Rajput or Vaishya that are un-
touchable to a Brahman." l   Again, what constitutes the right to
use a temple?  Is it to be taken to mean darshan or admission to
the * sanctum sanctorum' ?    About pollution of food and drink,
Mr Porter, the Bengal Census Superintendent has some interest-
ing remarks to offer. He says : ult is clearly a little unreasonable
for any one to make a grievance of the fact that his presence in
the kitchen of a Brahman will spoil the food and pollute the
utensils therein if he has no right to be there at all and no title
to demand that he should be admitted therein." 2   His contention
seems to be that the existence of certain civic disabilities as
well as a low economic position alone should entitle a caste to
be classified as depressed and that the social and religious dis-
abilities  should  be ignored.   This clearly betrays a lack of
appreciation of the interconnexion of social, religious and civic
disabilities   and their  influence on economic position.    Some
even contend that if contact with an untouchable entails purifi-
cation on the part of the twice-born, that if the use of a well by
an untouchable makes it unfit for use by a high caste man, the
disability is clearly that of the high caste man and not that of the
untouchable.     Logical though it is, it is disproved by the * logic
of facts'.     The point is that the high caste men to whom the un-
touchables are very repugnant/ are in a position to take and
very often do take concerted action to deprive these people of
1 the use of public wells and to prevent them from sending their
children to schools.   To be brief, in deciding whether a caste
can be classified as depressed we have to take into consideration *
not only the social, religious and civic disabilities of the caste,
but its economic position as well.

It is clear from a consideration of the above points that the
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1 E. A. H. Blunt: Caste System of Northern India, p. 100.

2 Bengal Census Report 1931, Pt. 1, p. 496,